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I believe it to be untrue, and therefore inca-
pable of being properly and fully conceived as
a reality. But tlie doctrine of a beginning is
neither inconceivable nor untrue, but ratter
jbh&foremost and earliest of all revealed truths.

The assertions in "First Principles" on this
subject, when compared together, mutually
cancel each other. We cannot, it is said, con-
ceive of time, either objectively, as a non-entity,
as an attribute, or as an entity; nor yet subjec-
tively, as only a form and condition of thought.
" We cannot assert of it cither limitation or
absence of limitation/' The proper conclusion
from such statements must be., that we cannot
think of time at all, or form any judgment
upon it of one kind or another. But when
alternatives, one or othor of which must bo
true, are pronounced in turn unthinkable and
inconceivable, these terms must bo used loosely
and inexactly, with reference to ono alternative
at least; since ono must bo true, a.nd free from
real contradiction.                                     "*

The phrase of Sir W. Hamilton, that " time
survives, as the condition of the thought itself,
in which wo annihilate the universo " is plainly
rhetorical, and inexact. Wo do not, and can-
not, by our thought, annihilate the universe,
any more than wo can create it. We merely
a 2